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I am like   not putty 
but dry vessel urn;
big cracked clay pot.
Exploring the old root —
“sincere” from “no wax”,
fissureless earthen wine-bowls
with nothing in the fault-
lines; true and whole —
I trace my own raised scars.
Yet the more blood-red vintages
the goblet holds, the more chances
of chips, puzzling hair-lines,
jutted equators.
And me, split
down the jagged rift,
(a clearer break
than others’ chipped armour, indented) 
trying to imagine
how love 
seeps in, if not 
through the cracks.
— Kate Marshall Flaherty
